Wyoming Graduation Requirements
Chapter 31

Sectionl. Authority.  These rules and regulations are promulgated under
W.S. 21-2-304 (a) (iii) and (iv).

Section 2. Applicability. These rules and regulations pertain to the minimum
requirements for students to earn a high school diploma from any public high school
within any school district of the State of Wyoming, and the process for Wyoming State
Board of Education to consult with local districts on the establishment of high school
diploma requirements.

Section 3. Definitions.

@) Competency-Based Equivalency Examination. One or more assessments
used to evaluate the degree to which a student has achieved explicit, measurable,
transferable learning objectives that are aligned with the Uniform Student Content and
Performance Standards. Such assessments may allow a student to demonstrate
competency, aligned to the standards, in a variety of ways, including through
performance-based assessments. Pursuant to W.S. 21-2-304(a)(iii), successful
performance on a district-approved competency-based assessment may be used in lieu of
a passing grade in order for a district to determine that a student has successfully
completed one or more of the components that are included within the state-established
Standards for Graduation.

(b) Component Completion Requirement. An element of the Standards for
Graduation requiring that any student graduating from any high school within any school
district of this state shall have first earned a passing grade, as defined by the district, or
demonstrated successful performance on a competency-based equivalency exam, for
courses designated by the local school district in which the student is enrolled to satisfy
each of the following components: four (4) school years of English; three (3) school years
of mathematics; three (3) school years of science; and three (3) school years of social
studies, including history, American government and economic systems and institutions.
The courses designated by any local school district that may be used to satisfy the
Component Completion Requirement shall be aligned with the Uniform Student Content
and Performance Standards established for the high school grades, which may be written
for individual grades (i.e., grade 9, 10, 11, or 12) or grade span (i.e., grades 9-12, 9-10,
11-12, or high school), and require a logical sequence and the progression of instruction
aligned with content and benchmark standards from one school year to the next. [W.S.
21-2-304(a)(iii)]

(c) Standards for Graduation. The standards contained within the Uniform
Student Content and Performance Standards establishing a progression of student
learning leading to college and career readiness by the time students graduate from high
school, which include the content standards for mathematics, science, language arts, and
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social studies required to be covered within courses any district offers to satisfy the
Component Completion Requirement. [W.S. 21-2-304 (a)(iii)]

(d) Uniform Student Content and Performance Standards. The standards
adopted by the Wyoming State Board of Education in the areas required by W.S. 21-9-
101(b) which include the Standards for Graduation as required by W.S. 21-2-304(a)(iii).

Section 4. High School Diploma Requirements.

@ Each local school district shall establish high school diploma
requirements, which shall be reflected in policy and related documents, as appropriate.
The district’s policy shall include, at a minimum:

Q) A requirement that students achieve the Component Completion
Requirement and the corresponding Standards for Graduation, which shall be satisfied by
receipt of a passing grade, as defined by the district, or successful performance on
competency-based equivalency examinations, for courses or course sequences that the
district offers and identifies for credit to satisfy each of the subject area components
required by W.S. 21-2-304(a)(iii), as follows:

(A)  Four (4) school years of English;

(B)  Three (3) school years of mathematics;

(C)  Three (3) school years of science;

(D)  Three (3) school years of social studies, including history,
American government and economic systems and institutions, provided business
instructors may instruct classes on economic systems and institutions.

(i) A description of the district’s definition of course credit, which
may be synonymous with a Carnegie Unit of study, for any course which may be taken to
satisfy the Component Completion Requirement;

(iii) A description of the process by which successful performance on a
competency-based equivalency examination may evidence attainment of one or more of
the courses used to satisfy the Component Completion Requirement, along with

information on the level of performance needed in order for course credit to be awarded,;

(iv)  Adescription of any additional requirements that a student must
successfully complete at the discretion of the local school district;

(V) A description of the way in which student performance on
assessments that are part of the district’s assessment system, designed to measure student
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performance relative to the Uniform Student Content and Performance Standards will be
used as a factor in awarding course credit for receipt of a high school diploma;

(vi) A requirement that students demonstrate satisfactory performance
on an examination of the principles of the Constitutions of the United States and the State
of Wyoming as required by W.S. 21-9-102;

(vii)  An assurance that academic credit toward the district’s high school
diploma requirements will be awarded for successful completion of any course offered
under a qualifying postsecondary education enrollment options program as required by
W.S. 21-20-201;

(viit)  An assurance that no diploma or credit for a course which has been
successfully completed shall be denied to a pupil who has earned it; provided, such
diploma or credit shall not be deemed earned until payment has been made for any and all
indebtedness due to the school district as required by W.S. 21-4-308.

(b) The district shall maintain and publish a list of courses deemed eligible to
satisfy the Component Completion Requirement. All such courses shall be aligned with
the Uniform Student Content and Performance Standards established for the high school
grades, which may be written for individual grades (i.e., grade 9, 10, 11, or 12) or grade
span (i.e., grades 9-12, 9-10, 11-12, or high school), and require a logical sequence and
the progression of instruction aligned with content and benchmark standards from one
school year to the next. Such list shall not be required to specifically list postsecondary
education enrollment options courses for which academic credit may be awarded,
consistent with Section 3(a)(vii).

(© In order to meet the requirements of Section 3(a), a district shall use one
of the following approaches to demonstrate adherence to the state Standards for
Graduation, which, in accordance with W.S. 21-2-304(a)(iv), are required to be
evidenced by course completion and as measured by each district’s assessment system:

Q) Course-Based. The curriculum and instruction for required courses
are tied to the appropriate content and performance standards for the high school grades,
which may be written for individual grades (i.e., grade 9, 10, 11, or 12) or grade span
(i.e., grades 9-12, 9-10, 11-12, or high school). Course grades are based on achievement
of the standards and include student performance on district assessments at a weight
determined by the district;

(i) Course-Based with Common Assessments. The assessments used
to gauge student mastery of standards for a particular course include one or more
assessments that are common across all such courses taught in the district. Common
assessments are assigned a weight by the district and factored into the course grade;
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(i) Common Assessments — Stand-Alone (Not Factored Into Course
Grade). Common assessments are administered at key checkpoints, in addition to or in
lieu of receipt of a passing grade, for successful completion of a course. At the discretion
of the district, such assessments may also be used as a competency-based equivalency
examination in lieu of course completion;

(iv)  Mixed Model. The district assessment system utilizes a
combination of approaches that, taken as a whole, meet the state Standards for
Graduation. The approach used may differ by content area and/or grade.

(d) A district assessment system, which shall be used, in part, to measure
student achievement, shall be aligned with the Uniform Student Content and Performance
Standards and shall be designed to determine the various levels of student performance.
This system will be subject to Wyoming State Board of Education review and approval
once every five (5) years, as required by W.S. 21-2-304(a)(iv). The Wyoming State
Board of Education’s review and approval of district assessment systems shall be based
on the consideration of information gathered through the accreditation process or any
other comprehensive district assessment system review as may be required by the State
Superintendent pursuant to W.S. 21-2-204(f)(vi), including an evaluation of the degree to
which district assessments are aligned with the Uniform Student Content and
Performance Standards, as well as district adherence to other procedural criteria which
may be established by the Wyoming State Board of Education, such as consistency and
fairness. A similar Wyoming State Board of Education process and criteria shall be used
to ensure district assessment systems are modified, as needed, to achieve full alignment
within three (3) full school years following the Wyoming State Board of Education’s
adoption of revisions to any component of the Uniform Student Content and Performance
Standards.

(e At the discretion of the local board of trustees, a minimum threshold of
student performance on district assessments may be set and required for a student to earn
a passing grade on any course used to meet the Component Completion Requirement. In
no instance shall a district revise its requirements for receipt of a high school diploma
unless all students are given an opportunity to plan for and satisfy any additional
requirements.

()] Each local school district shall give students and parents timely notice of
any changes made to requirements for receipt of a high school diploma, including all of
the information in Section 3(a)(i) through (viii). Notice shall be provided in the manner
generally used by the district for communicating important educational information to
parents. In addition, the district’s current high school diploma requirements should be
included in school handbooks and policies, as applicable, as well as on the official
website of the district.
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Section 5. Consultation with Local School Districts.

€)) Within 12 months of final promulgation of these rules, each local district
shall submit to the Wyoming State Board of Education and Wyoming Department of
Education for review and consultation its revised policy establishing high school diploma
requirements that fully adhere to Section 3 of this rule and W.S. 21-2-304(a)(iii) and (iv).
Within one hundred and twenty (120) days of receipt of a local district’s requirements for
receipt of a high school diploma, the Wyoming State Board of Education, working
through the Wyoming Department of Education, will identify any areas in which
compliance with state-established requirements is in question, as well as suggestions for
revisions of the local district’s requirements, and shall consult with the local district on
any such findings and suggestions. At its discretion, the Wyoming State Board of
Education may request that any local district resubmit policy revisions for further
consultation.

(b) On or before November 1 of each subsequent school year, each local
district shall report to the Wyoming Department of Education evidence that the district is
in compliance with the requirements of Section 3 of this rule and W.S. 21-2-304(a)(iii)
and (iv). In addition, following any modification of the district’s requirements for receipt
of a high school diploma, the district’s report to the Wyoming Department of Education
shall include an explanation of the changes made, and a copy of the revised requirements
for Wyoming State Board of Education and Wyoming Department of Education review
and consultation with the district. District adherence to Section 3 of this rule and W.S.
21-2-304(a)(iii) and (iv) will also be evaluated through the accreditation process.
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